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Introduction
This research paper aims to untangle two of the most popular genres of music in the world today; the rhythm & blues popularly known as R&B, and Rock music, also known as Rock & roll, with a keen focus on the similarities and differences between the two. I compare their origins, their style of delivery and their appeal market. The overall point is to create an extensive analogy on the two genres and the distinct characteristics that have made both of them what they are today.
 A genre can be defined as categorization of art or music. Genres are forms into which instruments are grouped based on crafted and visible characteristics that they share, and which listeners or readers can associate with them.
Origins of the two genres
The blues and Rock music is connected to one another. They were developed almost the same time-1940s and early 1950s respectively. Rock music culture can be traced back to the United States (Miller, 3). The music was made by African-Americans in collaboration with the white musicians. There was no specific market as at then, but the audience kept growing, particularly in the U.S. This led to more white musicians undertaking to record the music which they would sell to the African-American listeners. The R&B music has its roots in the U.S. This genre of music was commonly recorded and sold to the African-American audience at the time as well, although not keen listenership was being experienced at the time (Szatmary, 34). However, it's imperative to note that it's from the Rhythm & Blues genre of music the rock & roll would emerge, creating a spark of a wide range of audience as by this time the R&B genre had undergone through refinement, incorporating different styles along the way such soul music (Ewen, David, 9). 
Differences between the two genres
In terms of their places of origin, the Blues music developed from the southern parts of the U.S. Rock music, on the other hand, has its roots from both the United Kingdom and the U.S. Additionally; rock music can trace its roots from the African-American people’s tunes, inclusive of soul and gospel music. On the opposite, Rock music has its origin from the white people, with the electric blues being a part of rocks’ extensive style of music (Mitchell, Tony, 66).
Blues has incorporated extensive elements over the years to develop a more diverse sound. Employment of the saxophone and the trumpet alongside the harmonica has made it sound much more different than the years gone by, and also the elements help bring about the soothing melody, one that sets R&B music apart. Rock & Roll distinct itself by the use of the bass guitar, the piano and the keyboard that have contributed to the characteristic `roaring sound.’ The application of the acoustic guitars makes the sound even more distinct and easily identifiable with the rock genre.
A common characteristic of the rock music is that it is usually made up of 4 or 5 members. The electric and the bass guitar for two people, while the drummer takes his place and the vocalist completes the group set. Depending on the occasion, an additional member may be added to complete the group. The blues band can comprise of just two or as many as eight, depending on the member's agreement. The delivery system used in the two genres has a variation as well. The smooth, mid and slow tempo that characterizes the R&B is different from the rather fast and high tempo of the rock & roll.
Common similarities between the two genres and their style of delivery
It's as easier to notice the similarities between the two genres. The common theme that reflects on both is the application of instruments. The R&B tends to apply keyboards in their sound as does the rock & roll. The keyboard aims at polishing the music and helps to create a mellow tone. The use of ensembles in the two genres is also evident. Their sizes may vary-small ensembles for rock & roll and larger ones for R&B- but they are part of the larger sound. There is also a noticeable difference in the two genres in that their content is highly influenced by other music genres (Mitchell, Tony, 11). For example, the rock & roll music is greatly impacted by the pop music, while the R&B has had the hip-hop music as its main influence all through the years. It’s also important to note that the two music genres, despite having a level of influence from other genres, they have seen other genres sprout from them as well. This has happened over the years as music has continued evolving with new ideas and experiments taking place.
The R&B has seen the rise of the soul music that possesses similar traits. A keen listen, and one can feel the mixed rhythms entangled in between. As for the rock & roll, the Country music has arisen. The new genres of music that have arisen from the two existing genres carry with them visible characteristics that closely show the similarities (Szatmary, 45). It's also imperative to note that the number of ladies involved in rock music has been increasing steadily over the past few years as opposed to yesteryears when rock bands would be characteristically comprised of more male singers. The blues musical arena has always comprised of a fair share of female singers, not only in bands but also as solo artists.
Target audience and market
Just as any other form of business venture, the music industry aims to cater to a certain need, most of which is to entertain a select target audience, making an income in the process. Each artist tends to have a hidden message that they need to pass and its trough more releases that they can achieve this. Rock & roll music has its main audience as the millennial and middle age demographic (Charlton, Katherine, 55). The music tends to have a higher appeal to this segment of the people as they can identify with it-millennial for the fact that it gives them a special kind of feel due to its energetic nature, and the middle-aged as the can associate with its origin and roots
R&B is accepted and tends to appeal to a wider set of audience due to its ability to communicate the intended message while still maintaining the mellow, soothing tone; something a wide variety of audience identify with. This type of music covers a wider market segment as compared to the rock & rolls genre. It’s safe to conclude that the two genres do and have achieved great success as a result of the in-depth satisfaction they grant their respective audiences.
Conclusion
As we have seen from this research, it’s evident that the two music genres under review contain many similarities as well as differences. The rock & roll commercial face to attract large audience was not quite as strong during the inception period, but its popularity soared, and the distribution levels equally surged as years passed by. This type of music cannot exclusively be said to appeal to only one set of an audience today, as compared to its inception years where majorly the Agro-American community was the appealing market. It now appeals to a much diverse audience across the globe (Szatmary, 12). The R&B has undergone rapid transformation, and today the genre can attract a diverse audience as well as it has evolved to include gospel songs and labor songs as well. Moreover, with technological advancements being experienced today, the two genres of the music stand to benefit a lot as new instruments emerge. The inception of social platforms new platforms have provided a foundation to reach the global market and the growth potential is nothing short of tremendous. One can only imagine the extremes to which R&B and rock & roll music will outstretch.
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